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OAKENDALE ABBEY. 


A ROMANCE. 


(Continived from No. 12.) 


Meantime fome embarrafing circumftances 
occurred relating to the fettiements of eftates, 
and neceffarily delayed the match, which Mifs 
Rainsford could not, with propriety, haften. 
Her fituation, therefore, was become truly | 
dreadful; and before the completion of the fet- 
tlements, fhe found herfelf.four months ad- 
vanced in her pregnancy, by the man whem fhe 
had facrificed to her ambition ; and which am- 

- bition ftill urged her to complete the facrifice by 
giving her hand at the altar to Jord Oakendale 
The confequence of this marriage has before 
been defcribed. 

Driven to the laft extremity, within two 
months of her tims, every day making it more 
difficult to conceal her Gituation, and finding it 
impoflible, from the date of her marriage to 
impofe the fruit of her guilt upon her Lord, the 
had recourfe to the counfel and opimon of a 
confidante—the woman who had been her fa- 
voured attendant from her youth, and to whofe | 
pernicious flattery, and improper advice, fhe; in 
fome degree, owed her ruin ! 

This woman’s name was Marcel; fhe was a | 
native of France, and had improved the deceit | 
and hypociify of that country by the loweft vi- 
ces of this ; fhe feemed, however the proper 
friend, upon this trying emergency: After 
Lzily Oakendale had bribed her to fecrecy, the 
intrefted her with the whole hiftory of her a- 
mour; and, having confulted upon the wifclt 
and moft prudent methods, the fuggefted that 
of retiring into the country, under the pretence 
of ill health, where fhe fhould remain till after 
her delivery ; and this was the more oy to 
out in practice from the little attention Lord 
Oakendale had ever fhewn to his Lady fince 
their marriage 5 for he feemed never in the 
fmalleft degree, interefted about. any thing fhe 
did, or ever paid the leaft regard to her health, 
or any thing that concerned her. ‘Thus was fhe 
at full liberty to purfue her own plan and incli- 
nations. | 

Every thing therefore was arranged, and the 
went toa retired village in Buckinghamfhire 5 
where, pafling for the widow of an officer, fhe 
was delivered of a fon im the prefence of only 
the accoucheur, and her faithful confidante. 

The former had been engaged.to fecrecy up- 
on his honour, for he was above taking a larger 
bribe than his fee 3 and Marcel was to provide 


+ guage; and likewife to gain that polifh fo ne- 
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The gentleman eniployed pon this occafion 
was by nature humane, and from principle gen- 
erous. Without prying into the reafons which 
made fecrecy neceflary, he always withed to wit- 
nefs the effufions of natural affection from the 
mother to her offspring, uuder whatfoever cir- 
cumftances it might be produced ; he therefore 
took the fmiling babe the fight of Lady Ouk- 
endale, in the hope that its helplefs’ innocence 
might plead for maternal protection. But no 
fooner had fhe caft her eyes upon-the unfortu- 
nate obje& of her difgrace, than fhe gave a fhriek 
of abhorrence, and begged he would take the 
odious brat from her fight ! 

Shocked at her inhuman exclamation, he ten- 
derly wrapped up the infant, faying, ‘ Poor 
child! this unnatural behaviour will lead me to 
difcover the myftery of thy birth ; and amply 
fhail thy unfeeling mother provide for thy ne- 
ceffities.” ) 

He proved his words, for he made fuch in- 
quiries as fatisfied his curiofity, and juflified the 
meafures he took to fee that the child was prop- 
erly nurfed ; and during its infancy and after- 
wards, he repeatedly obtained large fums from 
Lady Oakendale for its education; for he made 
no fcruple to inform her ladyfhip that he knew 
the whole fecret, which he threatened to expofe 
and difcover, unlefs fhe acquiefced in his de- 
mands. In reality he could only guiefs at the 
tranf2ftion ; but as her allowance for pin-mo- 
ney was very ample, and he had taken an un- 
cemnion fancy-to the child, as it advanced. in 


| years,he took the entire charge of him, and chofe 


that the boy’s education fhould be upon the moft 
liberal plan. 
Nothing was omitted that could iniprove his 
capacity, and give him every advantage ; and 
he had attained the age of twenty years, adorn- 
ed with every grace and accomplifhment, which 
elegance of perfon and a natural underiftanding, 
enlarged by the higheft cultivation, could beftow, 
without ever experiencing one glance of paren- 
tal favour. 
‘There was no part of his life, in whieh he had 
been led to fuppofe hinrfelf the fon of this hu- 
mane guardian of his youth. : 
After repeated interrogatories to gain the 
knowledge, to whom he owed his being, Mr.’ 
F informed him; that he was really igno- 
rant of the name of his father, but he.knew his 
mother, and that fome time or other he fhould 
be introduced to her. Leis time was now ap- 
proaching. Mr. F—— was brother to Monfleur 
Du Frene, to whom he had fent Eugene, in or- 
der to make a proficiency in the French lan- 





ceflary for a finithed character, and to which the 
eafy manners of the: French nation generally 
contributed. 

‘The duel, in. which he had fo unfortunately 
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he had formed with Laura, were improprieties 
of a fufficient magnitude for Mr. to recal 
him to England ; and to take care that none of 
the matry letters, in which he vowedeternal con- 
ftancy to Laura, fhould ever be forwarded from . 
England. If, in this inftance, Mr. F—— 
fhould be blanied for duplicity 2nd unjuft deal- 
ing, it muftbe allowed in his favour, that he 
confidered Eugene asa pledge ‘of honour, for 
whofe conduci he muft one day be accounta. 
ble. He had ftolen him from his nurfe at a 
very early age, and fecreted him from Lady Oak- 
endale and Martel, in order to reftore him as a 
polifhed gem when the time arrived, that his 
virtues fhould be rendered confpicuous. 





Had Eugene fallen in love with any other 
than an adopted child of his brother’s, he would 
have let the progrefs of their attachment taken 
its courfe ; as it was, his confcience would not 
allow of Eugene’s formiing a connexiori, which 
he contidered far beneath Kis birth, until he had 
beeti properly acknowledged by thofe to whom 
he was united by the deareft ties. 


Lady Oaketidale, from the hour of her mar- 
riage, had never experienced a moment of feli- 
city, except that which fhe derived from a round 
of diffipation, .ad moving in the vortex of fafh- 
ion, Her Lord never cared for her. ‘The for- 
tine fhe had brought him wag the only induce- 
ment he eger had fot making her his wife ; and 











a proper nurfe, and entirely undertake the charge 
-of the infant. : 





engaged, together with the tender attachment 





neither of them had endeavoured to render the 
marriage {tate happy, by any attempts to pleafe 
the other. 


Lady Oakendale had, foon after her marriage 
the mortiféation to hear that Captain Vincent 
had fucceeded to a title and eftate, by the unex- 
peCted death of a diftant relation. He was now 
Edward Lord Vincent of Vincent-Caftle, in the 
kingdom of Ireland. He had been twice mar- 
ried ; but had no childrén by either of his wives, 
and the title atid eftate at his death would de- 
fcend to a very diftant branch, if he left no heir; 
but he had a power of. appointing a fucceflor 
to his eftate, though not to his title. 

The fruit of his intrigue with Lady Odken- 
dale often occurred. to his remiembrarice. He 
had never made any inquiries of her Ladythipa 
concerning it ; and fhe, on account of haying 
the fecret profoundly .obferved, liad carefully 
kept him from every information concerning the 
everit. Lord Vincent, now withing more 
than ever to kacw if hé-was* a father; and feéi- 
ing the neceffity of appoitititig ancheir td Hi¢vatt 
fortune, caufed ‘an indirect applicatibyi to be 
made _to her ladyfhip concerning his offspring, 

and to know if it now exiited. 
. Alarmed at this unexpe€tcd demand, and ter- 
rified left the feeret fhould be difcovered, {ne in= 


ftanly fent for Mr, F--—, defiring him, to. con» 


ceal, as far ag poflible, the fon fhe kuew he hed 








taken under his care, as it was now be- 
come a matter of the utmoll importance 
to her, that his birth fhould be buried ‘in 
oblivion; and as the had aflured Lord 
Vineent that the child had diéd in its in- 
fancy, it became neceflary to engage Mr. 
F—---- to corroborate the falfhoed, 

Having, therefore, explained her mo- 
tives, Mr. F——found this was the .mo- 
ment of difcovery for which he had fo 
long wifhed. and was likely to be fortu- 
nate for his young favourite ; he therefore 
determined to diffemble and acquiefce in 
her demands till he had gained the wifhed 
for intelligence ; he therefore told her 
ladyfhip, that it entirely depended upon 
herfelf to fecure his confidence, by in- 
forming him, without referve, who was 
the real father of that fon, whofe tuture 
conceaiment alone depended upon a true 
information. 

She at firft refolutely refufed to make 
the difcovery ; he knowing it would be 
in vain to entreat, or to urge any plea of 
the injuitice fhe was doing her fon, or to 
addreis her tender feelings, he only pe- 
remptorily infffed upon knowing the 
truta, as the*only terms upon which he 
would Keep the fecret. 

After a very long and obftinate refitt- 
ance, and making the future concealment 
of her fon the condition of her confeffion, 
fhe intormed him, that Lord Vincent was 
his father. 

Mr. F-—— was elated with pleafure at 
the profpedt of feeing the noble youth, 
the darling of his hopes, fo happily plac- 
ed; and, initead of venturing to let him 
remain where he then ys, in another 
kingdom, he immediately fent for him 
home, determined to keep him under 
his own eye till the time arrived when he 
fhould introduce him to his father, left the 
machinations of Lady Oakendale might 
fruftrate his defign. Nor were thefe ap- 
prchenfions needlefs ; for her ladythip, 
having informed her faithfe! confidante 
of the refult of Mr. F—-~’s bufinels, this 
artiui woman initantly forefaw the confle- 
quences, and begged’her ladyfhip, as the 
valued her reputation and peace of mimd, 
to counteract the defigns of Mr. F—-— ; 
which the thought might eafily be con- 
trived, by demanding to have an inter- 
view with her fon, in which Mr. F—— 
might be prefent when her ladythip fhould 
affect fo much fondthefs for her fon, that 
Mr. F—-- might be fo effectually deceived, 
that he would be induced to intruft him 
to her care ¢ after which fhe would en- 
gage to have him concealed. 

Meantime Mr. F recalled Eugene 
from France, and it feemed now a proper 
time to introduce himto his mothe, In 
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confequénce of this plan, fo coincident , ledge of Lady Oakendale, till the time 


with theirs, amd‘ fo well calculated to fa- 
ciate the defignsof Marcel, Eugene was 
accordingly introduced to his mother in 
the prefence ot Mr. F--— who, partial, 
in the higheft degree, to the young man, 
could not fuppofe, but when a mother 
beheld the offspring of her fondeft love 
in the perfon of one of the fineft figures 
nature ever formed, and animated by the 
mo({t interefting countenance that could 
adorn the human frame, her heart would 
undergo a change of fentiment, and a 
thoufand tender namelefs fenfations would 
betray the feeliags of a mother. Nor was 
he quite miftaken. Lady Oakendale, de- 
praved as fhe was, could not behold the 
captivating figure and manly beauty of 
his features, foftened to a tendetnefs of 
expreflion at being in the prefence ofa 
parent, without emotions to which fhe had 
before been a ftranger ; and when he 
threw himfelf at her feet, with the moft 
affectionate duty, a tear ftole down her 
cheek ; and, prefling him to her bofom, 
fhe had no occafion to have recourfe to 
difimulation te imprefs the maternal em- 
brace, 

Her trembling voice could fcarce artic- 
ulate a fentence, and the would have con- 
tinued holding him to her heart, till the 
callous texture had been foftened to the 
molt virtuous fenfidility, had the not been 
recalled to recotlection by the interpofi- 
tion of Marcel; who, obferving the foft 
fenfationy which the fight of her fon had 
infpired, reminded her of the dangercus 
confequences that might attend her giving 
way to ‘hem; and Lady Oakendale in- 
ftantly refumed her compofure, and ftea- 
dily preferved her purpofe. 

Mr. F—-— faw that thehad been feri- 
oufly affected, and the fight gave him in- 
finite fatisfaction ; but he could not en- 
tirely rely upon a character like hers, 
atxi happily fufpecting that the was, in 
fome degree, a@ing’a’ part, he would not 
therefore be perfuaded to leave Eugene 
vith her ; but promifing the fhould foon 
be indulged with another interview, he 
took himaway, and loft no timein prepar- 
ing his mind to expec the embraces of a 
father alfo, though he did net yet think 
proper to inform him who he was. 

Lord Vincent was now in Ireland, and 
Mr. F impatiently waited his return 
to England, when he'would reftore him a 
fon every way worthy the honours of his 
houfe and name; and: from whom he 
expected Eugene would meet with a more 
fincere reception than he had received 
from his mother. He was at the fame 





time particularly cautious to conceal Eu- 
gene as much as poflible from the know- 


| 
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came when he fhould be fafe under the 
protection of Lord Vincent. 
The lively difpofition of Eugene could 


_butill brook the reftraintsimpofed upon 


him by Mr. F—-—, and could not con- 


| 





ceive aay danger fhould arife from his go- 


_ ing whitherfoever his fancy-ted him. 


He had one night been at Ranelagh, 
in order to amufe his mind, which became 
opprefled in the extreme, on account of 
never hearing any thing of his beloved 
Laura. He had written letter after letter, 
fraught with the tendereft expreflions of 
regard, and everlafting conftancy, all of 
which were intercepted by Mr. F * 
for the reafons heretofore mentioned. 

The horrid accounts every day received 
from Paris, filled his mind with the moft 
cruel apprehenfions ; and, although he 
tried to divert his fears from fo melan- 
choly a fubje&, by frequently running 
to places of public refort ; yet he always 
returned with a double portion of wretch- 
ednefs, as they only recalled back the re- 
membrance of fimilar fcenes paft with his 
beloved Laura, 

When he returned from Ranelagh the 
above mentioned evening, he was unhappy 
more than ufual. He told Mr. F—— 
he had been in company with a gentleman 
who had given him fo charming a de- 
{cription of the Lakes in Weltmoreland 
and Cumberland, that if any thing could 
remove his melancholy, and divert his 
imagination, it would be a vifit to thofe 
celebrated Lakes, and to ramble about 
that romantic and delightful country. 
Mr. F-—— thinking he might in fuch an 
excurfion, be more out of the reach and 
power of Lady Oakendale, than he was 
by ftaying in London, thought it beft to 
make ne oppofition to his requeft; and 
Lugene, therefore, obtained leave to make 
a tour to.the Northern part of England, 
where, he faid, he fhould-find fome young 
friends, with whom he had formed an in- 
timacy at fchool. Mr, F——— could not 
refufe fo reafonable a requeft -and impru- 
dently fuffered him to depart without any 
attendant. 

Having promifed to write very frequent 
ly, Fugene took an affectionate leave of 
Mr. F——, with no other weight upon his 
mind than that which arofe from his being 
ignorant of the fate of Laura. 

After a fortnighthad elapfed, and Mr. 
F—-— had heard not from Eugene, he 
began to be alarmed. He took every 
method in his power to gain intelligence 








‘of him, but without effect. His mind 
underwent .a tormenting fufpenfe, for he 


really loved him like a fon ; and, allhough 
he did not chule to. inform Lady Oaken» 
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gale whither he was gone$ Yet fuch were 
his fufpicions of her, that he caufed fuch 
an application’ to be made to heras he 
~ thought might bring him fome informa- 
ion; but all'to no purpofe ; fhe pleaded 
ignorance of his deftination and pretend- 
ed great concern at the circumftance. — 
Mr. F fuffered the moft poignant 
grief ; he accufed himfelf for allowing 
S himto depart alone, and on this feore he 
endured many bitter refleCtions, | 
As time wore away, the fweet hope of 
refenting a wifhed for fonto a fond father, 
which fon juftified by his merit and ac- 
complifhments, and even exceeded the 
moft fanguine hopes of the moft partial 
parent; thefe hopes, and flattering ideas, 
at length gave place to the bitter remem- 
brance of the lofs each had fultained. 
The continual advettifements he cauf- 





ed to beinfetted in the daily papers, be-, 


fides hand-bills, and every other inquiry 
which could lead to a difcovery, were in- 
efle€tually continued for many months, 
without bringing him the fmalleft infor- 
mation, or clue, to recover his favourite, 

Fatigued with repeated difappointmients 
and not knowing what further methods 
to purfue, he waited upon Lord Vincent, 
the firft hour he heard he was arrived in 
England, informing that nobleman that he 
S was a father ; burt that his mind was torn 
with perplexity as to the prefent exiltence 
of that fon, on whofe virtues and accom- 
pli‘iments Mr. F—-— expatiated ‘with 
the fond partiality of a parent. 

Lord Vincent felt glow of parental 
affection rife in his bolom. which was 
eyery moment increafed on the recital of 
his merits, and foon occafioned an impa-. 
tient defire of beholding him. 

Wheu Mr. F—— mentioned his recent 
lofs, Lord Vincent was firmly perluaded 
that Lady Oakendale was privy to the 
concealment ; particularly when Mr, F— 
informed him, that he-fuffered Eugene to 
co alone ; and that he had fince his de- 
f parture, difeovered that he had a private 
interview with Lady Oakendale the night 
before he fet out upon his tour, and in- 
formed her to what part of England he 
was going to make his excurfion. 

Perfuaded in this opinion, they debat- 
ed upon the meafures to be purfned, 
which would be moft likely to bring her 
ladyfhip to make the difcovery. They a- 
greed to begin by gentle methods, and 
treating with her by the mofft friendly 
and fecret perfuafions ; and if this failed, 
to make more decided and arbitrary con- 
ditions. Sap 

Inthe meantime, and during thefe ne- 
gotiations, Lord Oakendale’s mind fuf- 
fered fo much painful uneafinels, as to 











produce a flow fever; he felt a cruel dif- 
appointment at the lofs of Laura, for 
whom he had conceived the moft ardent 
affection ; and the manner of he¢ difap- 
pearance, together with the dreadful and 


“unaccountable phantoms at the abbey, 


had fo much agitated his imagination, 
that it was fometime before he could bring 
his feafon to that ftate of compofure, 
which was neceflary in the projecting a 
fcheme he liad planned for inveltigating 
the horrors which had fo impofed upon 
his underftanding at the abbey. 


He had formed ard rejected many de- 
figns for this purpofe, when Lady Oaken- 
dale, before he adopted any, was feized 
with a violent illnefs ; the confequence, 
(as Mr. F—— fuppofed) of the negocia- 
tion between her and lord St. Vincent; 
concerning the concealment of Eugene. 

Lord Oaketdale feldom gave himfelf 
much trouble about het, and her indif- 





pofitions were as little regarded as herfelf; 


but this became of a very ferious nature ; 
and, upon his Lordfhip’s being defired to 
attend her fick bedschamber, he obeyed 
the fummons with unufual alacrity,; fe- 
cretly hoping that he fhould not only be 
releafed from a bondage, from which he 
had never derive! the {mialleft comfort or 
fatisfaction ; but fhould yet be ‘honoura- 
bly bleffed- with the hand of his charm- 
ing Laura, could fhe ever again be difco- 
vered, 


Elated with thefe hopes, lie haftened 
to her apartment with no unpleafing i- 
deas ; and, throwing an artful deje€tion 
into his countenance, he was approach- 
ing her bed with a tender expreilion of 
inquiry ; when he ftarted, and was di- 
verted from his purpofe by. the furprife 
of beholding her with lord Vincent on 
one fide of the bed, and Mr. F—— on 
the other, attended by a Gentleman of 


the law taking notes from her confeflion. 


‘The moment fhe beheld lord Oaken- 
dale fhe ceafe@ fpeaking. Her eye:lids 
fell, a fudden convulfion affeéted her ar. 


ticulation, and fhe had only time to pro- | 
nounce, in a trembling voice, and dif. | 
‘jointed words, “ My—fon !—Oakendale- 


abbey !—when fhe funk down, and ex- 
pired ! 

Lord Oakendale, much as he had with- 
ed for heft death, was fhocked at its fud- 
den approach; and, not being able to 
comprehend the fcene before him, and 
fill more aflonithed at her naming a fon, 
together with Oakendale-abbey, he de- 
manded of his faithful confidante, Marcel, 


** who was in the room?” . 


“© Why, Lord Vincent, and the other 
Gentlemen, were prefent ?” 








*¢ ‘And, if her Lady was in her right 
fenfes when fhe talked of a fon, and Oa- 
Kendale-abbey ?” 


The confifion of the fcent, and the 
fudden diffolution of Lady Oakendale, 
prevented every one prefent from giving 
an immediate anfwer ; and Mr. F—— 
feeing Marcel inftantly about to quit the 
room, inftead of anfwering td the inter- 
rogatory ef lord Oakendale, he eagerly 
feized her arm, and leading her up to 
his lordthip, faid, ‘* There is'much to be 
explained, my lord, and I look upon this 
woman to be able to give the cleareft ac- 
count of the myftery which yet remains 
unfolded ; for this reafon it feems proper 
to have her fecured.”’ 


_ Lord Vincent eagerly joined in this 
propofition ; and, having colleéted proper . 
affittance for the fecurity of Marcel, the 
reft of the party left the rooni of the de- 
ceafed, and were joined by the Gentle- 
man of the law; who proceeded to real 
thé minutes he had taken from her Ladv: 
fhip’s dying confeflion. ‘They confifted 
ofa faithful relation of her being four 
months advanced in her pregnancy by 
Edward Vincent, then an officer in the 


guards at the time fhe was married to 


lord Oakendale. 

That finding it impofiible to imipofe up- 
on his lordthip, by pretetiding the child 
to be his, flie confided her fecret to Mar- 
cel ; by whofe contrivance fhe was in 
five months after her marriage delivered 
of a fon, at—#—, in Buckinghambhire. 

That this was managed the more eafi- 
ly, on account of the ill terms upon 
which fhe lived with her lord. 

That Marcel had engaged to fecrete the 
child, and keep it at nurfe, which the did, 
at a-vety little expence, till the end of 
five years; when the woman, who had 
taken the charge of it, told them * that 
he had been flolen froni her.” 

Thatthis cireumftance gave them no 
great uneafinefs till about three years afters 
when Mr. VF—— declared himfelf to-have 
been the perfon who had taken the child 
away, and from that time made large de- 
nands upon her for its education, always 
threatening her with a difeovery in cafe 
of non-compliance. 

€hat within the laft two years Mr.- 
F had infifted upon her feeing the 
young man, and extorted a confe(lion 
from her ef his real father, to which, after 
great reluctance, the yielded, and confent- 
ed to fee her fon. She confeffed, that 
the interview made her feel herfelfa mo- 
ther; but the idea of his being introduced | 
into the world as the fon and heir of lord 








i Vincent, filled her with perpetual alarm 








of a difvovery, and made Ker fupprefs all 
her tender feelings, and again have re- 
courfe to Marcel, to continue fome me- 
thod of fecuring the prefervation of her 
fame, before lord Vincent made a public 
acknowledgment of him as his fon. Va- 
rious methods were fuggefted; but none 
feemed proper to adopt, till the idea of 
travelling alone was artfully contrived to 
allure him from Mr. F ; and the 
Gentleman, who met him at Ranelagh, 
was by them engaged for the purpofe of 
facilitating their defign; and having fo 
ordered, that his curiofity fhould be ex- 
cited by the accounts cf Oakendale Ab- 
bey, he was there entrapped, and fecured 
in a fubterranecus part of it, where, to 
the beit of her knowledge, he now re- 
mained. 

This was the fubftance of Lady Oaken- 
dale’s confeffion ; and an oath of confir- 
mation was adminiftered to her-by the 
Gentleman of the law, who was alfo a juf- 
tice of the peace. She found, however, her 
mind was not relieved by the confeffion, 
untefs lord Oakendale was made acquaint- 
ed with her guilt, and would pronounce 
her pardon; and, being fenfible that the 
hour was approaching, when the moft 
ample confeffion would not lefien her 
crimes whilft one particle of difimulation 
remained, fhe begged to fee lord Oaken- 
dale, declaring her intention of acknow- 
ledging her deception, and imploring his 
pardon ; but the defign was fufficient, and 
we hope accepted; fhe was, therefore, 





fpared the confufion of confeffing to him, | 


whom the had moft injured,by the Minif- 
ter of Death, who, on the moment of 
lord Oakendale’s approach, prevented 
her adding more than the above-men- 
tioned words. 

Having recovered their furprife, and 
given neceflary orders for the interment 
of her Ladyfhip, lord Oakendale was 
ecually defirous with lord Vincent to 
make the inveftigation of Oakendale Ab- 
bey. He had no doubt but Laura had 
been entrapped, as well as Eugene; and 
the impatient defire he had of making her 
his wife, increafed his anxiety, and-even 
poffefied him with the torments of jea- 
loufy, left Eugene, being in fimilar cir- 
cumftances with herfelf, might be capti- 
vated with her charms, and endeavour to 
make his efcape with her. Stimulated 


with ideas of this nature, his mind was 
kept in a perpetual agitation, and his im- 
patience would fcarcely allow time for the 
neceffary ‘preparations to be made for the 
journey, and to collec proper perfons for 
fo arduous an undertaking. °- 


Marcel would not, or could not, give 








them any more information than what has 
been already related.. She declared fhe 
had never feen Oakendale abbey, al- 
though fhe had reafon to believe that 
Eugene was at this time concealed there ; 
the was however, kept in clofe cuftody. 


Lord Oakendale determined, that if 
Laura was found, ‘no f° rms of ceremony 
fhould for an hour retard his marriage 
with her. He confidered the confesfion 
Lady Oakendale had made of her dupli- 
city and infidelity a fufficient releafe from 
the marriage covenant; and which gave 
him full liberty to form a fecond union, 
long betore the ufual time of mourning 
was expired forthe firft. It was not to be 
fuppofed he thould be upon any terms of 
great cordiality with lord Vincent; yet, 
as the prefent cafe made him as interefted 
a perfon as himfeif in the projetted dif- 
covery, he allowed himfelf to wave all 
animofity for the prefent, and to confer 
with lord Vincent upon the plan of ope- 
ration neceflary to be made upon the 
occafion. : 


At length the arrangements were all 
adjufted, and a chofen fet were appointed 
to accompany the two lords, Mr. F—— 
and the lawyer, into Cumberland, in or- 
der to difcover both Eugene and Laura, 
and to erafe the abbey to the ground, if 
it was neceflary to facilitate the fearch. 


Lord Oakendale was elated with hope, 
and would allow no fuggeltion to intrude 
that bore the moft diftant idea to any cir- 
cumiflance that was not confonant to his 
wilhes. Laura, the charming Laura, 
fhould now be Lady Oakendale, and put 
in immediate pofleffion of all his wealth. 
Fancy had painted her with aditional al- 
lurements; and her having been fo long 
confined in a fubterraneous abode, would 
render her more alive to freedom, and 
grateful for his fplendid offers. With 
thefe flattering hopes he endeavoured to 
beguile the tedious hours that intervened 
before the time fixed for their departure. 


~ ‘On the evening of the day before they 


were to begin their journey, he was in- 
dulging in one of the above delightful 
reveries, when a fervant opened the door 
of his library, and informed him that 2 
gentleman wifhed to fpeak with him upon 
bufinefs of importance, which could nor 
be trufted to a meflenger. 


Lord Oakendale peevifhly ordered him 
to be admitted, at the fame time deter- 
mining that no bufinefs whatfoever fhould 


occafion a delay to the projected expedi- 


tion. Accordingly a middle-aged clergy- 


man was ufhered into the room, and, af.- | 





ter the ufual compliments had paffed, he 
afked lord Oakendale ‘if he had any re. 
lation in the Eaft-Indies ?” 


Lord Oakendale replied, “ Yes, he 
had once a brother, whom, he believ 
was flain in battle in the Eaft-Indies.”’ 


The gentleman whofe name-was Mar. 
tin, then proceeded to inform his lord. 


fhip, ‘* that a few weeks fince he was call. 


ed upon to attend one of his dying pa. 
rifhioners, whofe confcience feemed to ia- 
bour under fome very heavy oppreffion; 
and who faid he had been on board a hhip 


coming to England from the Eaft-Indies, 


when fhe was taken by a French privateer. 
Thatthere werefevera!l paffengerson board; 
amongft whom was alittle girl, who had, 
a {mall bag of quilted fatin tied round her 
neck, which fhe always held with great 


care, and confequently he fuppofed con. 


tained fomething valuable. Indeed, he 
heard one of the women on board fay 
that it did, and caution the child not to 
part with it. That he had frequently 
meditated to get it from her, but never 
had en opportunity till the day they were 
taken to the prifon in Paris; when, fee- 
ing one of the French foldiers tearing it 
from the neck of the child, he perfuaded 
him that it was onty a charm againft in- 
fection; and, by making fome trifling 
exchange, fecured the bag for his own. 
Upon opening it, he found it contained 
fome jewels ‘of value, carefully concealed, 
by being quilted between the fatin. There 


was likewife a miniature picture of an 


ofhcer, and a written paper, fignifying 
who the child was. The pidture and the 
paper he preferved; but the jewels he 
fold, and found the money amounted to 
fome hundred pounds. 


The picture and the paper he always 
wifhed to have reftored to their right own- 
ers, and, upon the exchange of prifoners, 
he made fore inquiry after the relations 
of the child ; but, finding they were per- 
fons of confequence, He was afraid 4o 
make any application to them, left it 
might lead to a difcovery of the theft. 


(Continued in No. 14.) 
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